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Statement of Intent, Implementation and 

Impact 

 
 

Vision Statement 
 
The loving attachments between a child and their family are the most powerful influence 

on a child’s wellbeing and development. At Shenley Fields, we seek to complement these 

loving relationships through the role of the ‘Key Person’. We believe that every child has 

the right to actively participate in environments that are safe, inclusive and stimulating. We 

strive to afford children opportunities to become deeply involved in their play and 

exploration.  

As practitioners, we endeavour to create spaces and experiences that are meaningful, 

well planned and offer appropriate levels of challenge. Our aim is for children to thrive in a 

setting that has their interests at the heart of all that is offered, resulting in high levels of 

motivation, where every child acquires and consolidates skills and knowledge at their 

highest level. We are striving to construct a place that is unified and whole; a place that 

embraces diversity, challenge and change. We aspire to a vision and practice that is 

collaborative in spirit and constructed in partnership with all children, families and staff. 

 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 29 (goals of education) 

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It 

must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect their parents, 

their own and other cultures, and the environment. 
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Article 28 (right to education) 

“Every child has the right to an education,” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRMINGHAM CURRICULUM STATEMENT 

(to which we subscribe) 
1.PREAMBLE  
In Birmingham community cohesion means working towards a society in which strong and 
positive relationships flourish and continue to be developed in schools, the workplace and 
wider community. This is achieved through our shared values of democracy, the rule of 
law, individual liberty, tolerance and mutual respect for people. The Equality Act 2010 
places a duty on us to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and to 
foster good relations. To achieve this, every child in Birmingham should have the best 
opportunity to go as far as they can in life and education is the key to that success. This is 
our commitment to equip children and young people to be happy, talented, confident and 
ambitious citizens of Birmingham and of the world. 
 
 2. THE STATEMENT 
 A statement for our children in Birmingham: a guarantee for their future.  
ALL children in Birmingham will experience a broad and balanced curriculum enabling 
them to grow and learn in an environment without prejudice or inequality. It will prepare 
them for adult life by: 

 enabling them to play an active role in their school and community 

 experiencing a culturally rich and diverse life 

 developing and benefitting from a range of positive relationships  
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The curriculum will:  

 promote children’s engagement in learning through enquiry-led approaches that 
develop skills, dispositions and attitudes to learning 

 equip children for their futures in a rapidly changing world recognising the 
importance of technology, science, languages and communication for dialogue and 
understanding between different groups 

 value, celebrate and build on children’s religious and cultural heritage and develop 
a sense of identity, honouring the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) 

 promote the fundamental shared values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

 help children develop an understanding of all faiths and none, and participate in the 
celebration of different religious events in understanding and accepting differences 

 develop children holistically: their intellectual, practical, aesthetic, spiritual, social 
and emotional capacities 

 ensure an understanding of protected characteristics of the Equality Act and how 
through diversity they can be celebrated  

 develop children to take the lead, accepting responsibility for their behaviour, to 
show initiative and compassion for others, to make a positive difference in their own  

lives and in the lives of those living and working in their local, national and global 
communities  

 

At school, all children and young people will be given the opportunity to learn the benefits 
of physically and emotionally healthy lifestyles, by participating in high quality personal, 
social and health education including sex and relationships education. Opportunities will 
be provided for children to explore their talents and abilities through: 

 developing an appreciation of the arts 

 taking part in a wide range of physical activities, sports and games 

 developing a sense of self in a non-judgemental, mutually supportive environment 

 experiencing music and its intrinsic value for enjoyment and self-expression 
through performing, singing and the playing of instruments 

 experiencing social, moral, spiritual and cultural education that broadens children’s 
awareness and understanding of the world and their place within it 

 independent careers advice that inspires and motivates them to fulfil their potential  
 
The UNCRC, Article 29 states that education must develop every child’s personality, 
talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as 
well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures and the environment. We will 
not allow any attempts to narrow the curriculum, or to deny our children and young people 
their right to education.  
 
 
 



 
 Daycare and Nursery School 

 Love, Laugh, Learn 

4 

 

Signed Councillor Jayne Francis Cabinet Member for Education, Skills and Culture 
Councillor John Cotton Cabinet Member for Social inclusion, Community Safety and 
Equalities Date: March 2019 

 

Shenley Fields Intent 

 
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. 
 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the 

support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children 

develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences 

between birth and age five have a major impact on their future 

life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important 

in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early 

learning together provide the foundation children need to make 

the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.” (EYFS 

2021) 
 
Our curriculum aims to lay a secure foundation for future learning. We engage children in 
learning from the very start and are confident our children leave us as happy, confident 
and skilful communicators who are curious about the world around them. 

  

All staff work hard as a team to create a positive, caring and welcoming atmosphere 
where the children feel secure yet are challenged to achieve their best. The emphasis is 
very much on helping individual children to achieve their full potential. We are fully 
inclusive, and all children are expected to think about the needs of others. We respect and 
value all families as their children’s ‘first teachers’ and aim to develop a positive two-way 
relationship with each one. 

  

We provide for and support every child. Within our Federation of schools, we know that 
children do their best when all their physical and emotional needs are being met. We 
embrace the individual and all staff understand that each child is unique, as are their 
learning requirements. We understand all children will develop at their own pace and we 
take the necessary time to develop each child. Our methods to develop a child’s skills and 
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learning are through the implementation of a wide range of experience, all set within a 
stimulating, thought provoking, fun and challenging environment. These experiences are 
led and guided by our practitioners who spend time with the children developing their skills 
and knowledge. We will provide the opportunity and learning experiences across a wealth 
of subjects, ensuring British fundamental values and cultural capital is at the heart of our 
learning. 

 

Practitioners implement and guide children’s learning through communication; modelling 
language, questioning, explaining, demonstrating and encouraging. They provide a 
narrative, as well as facilitating and setting challenges. Our learning environment offers 
children the space, freedom and resources to learn with a particular focus on natural, 
recycled and open-ended materials. 

  

Our youngest children will firstly develop a strong foundation in the prime areas of 
learning. Once this solid foundation has been constructed, the children are then able to 
develop and extend their existing knowledge, learning new and more complex skills and 
knowledge within the specific areas of learning. 

  

 Prime Areas 

 Personal and Social Development (PSD) 

 Communication and Language (CL) 

 Physical Development (PD) 

  

Specific Areas 

 Literacy (L) 

 Mathematics (M) 

 Understanding the World (UW) 

 Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

  

Our nurturing of children provides a high level of wellbeing. This in turn leads to high levels 
of child development and the ability to create and think critically. 

  

We aim to provide our children with knowledge, skills and experiences in a hands-on, 
holistic way so that all learning is embedded in a meaningful context. We do this through a 
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personalised, flexible curriculum that engages and motivates our children. It covers all the 
seven areas of learning and supports the children’s learning characteristics. 

 

Implementation 
Our curriculum is a carefully planned learning experience. We follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. We believe that children are born unique and capable individuals. We 
are curious to know about their previous learning and the experiences they’ve had at 
home and elsewhere prior to their time with us. We are passionate advocates of parental 
partnership, knowing that ‘it takes a whole village to raise a child’. Information is shared to 
ensure that new learning builds upon and strengthens their previous understanding. 
  

Our daily routines support children to settle in. Our ongoing assessment allows us to 
respond quickly to the children’s learning by enhancing ideas and modelling vocabulary  

 

that is relevant to the children. Our workshop environment is set up to develop appropriate 
skills. Our resources are considered carefully and are used to provide challenge, curiosity 
and to match the children’s interests. 

 

We provide a learning environment based on the individual children’s needs and interests 
and it builds on previous skills and knowledge. It starts with the children and their own 
locality and stretches out to explore being a good citizen and develop their awareness of 
the wider world. We do this by planning 'in the moment' and sometimes retrospectively to 
ensure that we have the best possible understanding of the children's needs. 

  

Staff observe, listen to and work with children to facilitate learning. Positive relationships 
and good communication play a vital part when planning for individual needs. Every child 
has the support they need to flourish. 

  

All children access a broad, balanced, well-resourced curriculum, which offers 
opportunities for enjoyment and success through active learning. Planned activities aim to 
foster good social relationships, promote equal opportunities and support special 
educational needs and disabilities. Children learn to co-operate and listen to others to the 
very best of their ability. They do this as individuals, in pairs, small groups and whole class 
groups. Staff plan for and ensure that both the inside and outside classroom spaces are 
fun, safe, engaging and offer appropriate challenge. 
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Staff understand that the prime areas of learning begin to develop quickly in response to 
relationships and experiences and run through and support learning in all other areas. 
Furthermore, these prime areas continue to be essential throughout the whole of the 
EYFS. All seven areas of learning are used to plan children’s learning and activities. Staff 
use first hand experiences, visitors and visits to enhance children’s experiences and to 
bring their learning alive. 

  

Within our federation of schools, we encourage children to develop their imaginations, to 
get actively involved in learning and to make decisions. Through their play our children 
will: 

 Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that help them to make sense 
of the world. 

 

 Practice and build up ideas, concepts and skills. 

 Learn how to understand the need for rules. 

 Take ‘safe risks’ and make mistakes. 

 Think creatively and imaginatively. 

 Communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. 

 Develop resilience as they experience challenges and learn to deal with them 
positively. 

 

To plan appropriate activities, staff carry out assessments. These start with careful 
observation. Observations inform planning and in turn are used to support the children’s 
wellbeing, development and learning. In response to the latest EYFS reforms (Sept 2021), 
we plan to reduce the amount of practitioner time that is used to capture and document 
evidence of learning via children’s individual online journals (Tapestry). This will increase 
the amount of time that our team are able to spend observing, interacting and considering 
next steps for individual children. 

 

Impact 

Children’s progress is monitored closely from the moment they start, and their journey is 
tracked throughout the year allowing appropriate support and challenge to be put in place.  
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Our assessments are integral to effective learning and teaching. The results of this are 
children and families who have a sense of belonging and a positive disposition to learning. 
They transition into Primary and Special schools with confidence and with the strong 
character needed to meet the challenges of an ever-changing world.  

Our teaching style allows the children to display high levels of concentration, creativity, 
energy and persistence. Self-esteem blossoms and children develop crucial social skills 
as they support each other in their learning journey.  

Through our curriculum our children learn about risks and safety, how to make good 
choices and gain an understanding of boundaries. They develop into independent, 
resilient, confident and successful learners.  

 

 

Our curriculum provides the building blocks 

for every area of learning and our children 

flourish and go on to be the best they can be. 
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Our Pedagogy 

 

 


